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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Biddulph  Urban  District  Council 

I beg  to  submit,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1948. 

It  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  Circular 
3/49  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  is  on  the  lines 
of  that  for  1947  as  indicated  in  Circular  170/47  dated  31st  December 
1947. 

The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  a further  rise  in  the  civil 
population  of  Biddulph  to  10,750  against  10,690  in  1947.  The 
birth  rate  has  increased  slightly  to  18.60  and  there  is  a satisfactory 
reduction  in  the  death  rate  to  7.72,  the  lowest  figure  since  1945.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  showed  a marked  rise  to  50  and  contrasted 
unfortunately  with  the  low  record  of  20  established  the  year  before. 
The  stillbirth  rate  was  only  slightly  reduced.  There  was  no 
maternal  death  from  sepsis,  but  there  was  one  death  from  other 
maternal  causes.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  tuberculosis  but  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  about  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

1948  was  rather  an  unfortunate  year  for  epidemic  illnesses 
among  the  child  population.  With  the  notable  exception  of 
diphtheria,  the  infectious  diseases  were  active  and,  in  particular,  there 
were  considerable  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever,  measles  and  mumps. 
These  diseases,  though  widespread,  were  mild  in  type  and  there  was 
no  mortality. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  became  operative  on  5th 
July  1948.  As  your  Authority  is  not  a Local  Health  Authority  under 
this  Act,  I am  unable  to  report  fully  the  working  of  all  the  local  health 
services  provided  under  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  HI.  of  the  Act. 
I have,  however,  included  in  Section  B of  the  Report  a summary 
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of  the  known  changes  fcllowing  the  new  powers  given  under  some 
of  the  sections  of  Part  III.  The  Report  also  includes,  as  before, 
those  aspects  of  the  health  services  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
before  the  changes  took  effect. 

Progress  under  the  relevant  sections  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  is  included.  I thought  it  necessary  in  this  Report 
to  prepare  a graph  of  housing  progress  in  the  district  during  the  past 
20  years  as  a matter  of  administrative  as  well  as  topical  importance. 
This  is  incorporated  in  section  D and  is  a suitable  medium  for  yearly 
additions.  It  will  form  a permanent  easily  read  record  of  housing 
progress  in  relation  to  population. 

Form  572  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  is  reported  on  specifically. 

Additional  administrative  staff  has  been  required  to  deal  with 
the  increased  work  arising  from  the  development  of  your  post-war 
housing,  sewerage  and  water  schemes.  An  assistant  Surveyor  was 
appointed  during  the  year.  A general  clerk,  working  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Clerk  and  Chief  Financial  Officer,  was  attached 
to  the  rate  office  to  assist  generally  in  office  work  and  to  collect  rents. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  Sections  C,  D and  E of 
the  Report. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
1948 


SECTION  A 


GEKeRAL  statistics 


1948 

1947 

Area  (in  acres)  

6,647  

6,647 

Population  (1931  Census)  ...  8,346 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate 

of  resident  population  

10,750  

10,690 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the 

Rate  Book  at  the  end  of  the  year 

2,872 

2,811 

Rateable  value  

£31,343  

£30,917 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 

£121.571 

. £116.719 

RAINFALL  FOR 

1948 

These  figures  were  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  J. 

C.  Lambert, 

Secretary  of  the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Rainfall 

Rainfall 

Month  in  inches 

Month 

in  inches 

Jan 7.85 

July  

. 3.14 

Feb 2.02 

Aug 

. 5.02 

Mar 1.23 

Sept 

. 2.56 

April  2.17 

Oct 

. 2.62 

May  1.36 

Nov 

. 2.27 

June  5.63 

Dec 

. 3.67 

Total 39.54  inches 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme,  planned  over  the 
previous  two  years  to  deal  with  the  increasing  demand  on  water 
carriage  and  to  improve  the  existing  disposal  system,  met  with 
discouraging  delays.  The  year  began  well  enough  with  the  scheme 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  early  as  January  1948, 
following  a public  inquiry  in  October  of  the  previous  year,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £85,091 — this  to  include  extensions  and  re-design 
of  the  existing  sewage  works  and  the  re-sewering  of  most  of  the 
built-up  areas  of  the  district.  Notification  was,  however,  received 
in  July  that  work  was  not  to  proceed  before  1st  November.  This 
was  a serious  set-back.  Although  two  contracts  were  accepted  in 
September  (i)  for  extensions  to  the  sewage  works  and  (ii)  for 
sewers,  work  did  not,  in  fact,  begin  until  4th  November  and  then 
only  on  the  modernisation  of  the  sewage  works.  At  the  end  of 

the  year  no  work  had  proceeded  under  the  second  contract  for  sewers 
and  a start  was  not  made  on  them  until  March  1949.  This  year 
should  see  the  two  schemes  completed.  The  anxiety  to  the  local 
authority  of  contemplating  a progressive  housing  programme  without 
an  adequate  water  carriage  system  should  thus  be  removed.  Loan 
sanctions  to  the  value  of  £96,683  have  been  received. 

The  local  authority’s  housing  scheme  on  The  Uplands  estate 
was  completed  during  1948  with  the  occupancy  of  the  remaining 
27  houses.  Approximately  110  persons  were  thus  re-housed.  Since 
this  estate  was  acquired  in  1946  74  houses  have  been  occupied, 
equivalent  to  the  re-housing  of  some  300  persons  . The  inclusive 
weekly  rental  for  these  properties  has  been  fixed  at  16/6.  The 
Braddocks  Hay  site,  extending  east  from  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  has  been  further  developed  during  the  year.  It  will  be 
recalled  that  a total  of  240  houses  of  varying  designs  is  to  be  built 
on  this  estate.  Work  commenced  on  a first  instalment  of  22  of 
these  in  June  1947;  these  were  completed  and  occupied  in  1948,  the 
first  one  at  the  end  of  February,  An  additional  four  houses  built 
during  the  year  were  also  tenanted.  8 of  the  houses  occupied 
were  of  the  four-bedroom  type,  18  were  three-bedroomed,  138 
persons  were  re-housed.  Further  contracts  were  entered  into  in 
1948  for  96  houses  of  2,  3 and  4 bedrooms,  6 bungalows  for  aged 
people  and  8 shops  with  flats  attached.  There  was  a total  of  132 
houses  under  contract  on  this  estate  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
three-bedroomed  type  houses  are  rented  at  16/6  per  week,  those 
with  four  bedrooms  at  18/3.  The  allocation  of  a site  for  an 
ambulance  station  on  this  estate  had  not  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  responsible  authority  up  to  the  end  c-f  the  year. 

The  district  has  much  old  property  in  constant  need  of 
maintenance  and  repair,.  There  are  several  blocks  of  unfit  houses 
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in  Brown  Lees,  Gillow  Heath  and  Biddulph,  and  some  isolated 
cottages  in  Biddulph  Moor.  The  time  is  inopportune  to  enforce 
demolition.  Only  when  the  housing  situation  improves  sufficiently 
to  ensure  re-housing  of  the  occupants  of  these  premises  can  the  local 
authority  carry  out  its  statutory  obligations. 

Plans  for  the  development  of  the  Park  Lane  estate  are  still 
in  a preliminary  stage  and  although  no  building  is  contemplated 
this  year  a beginning  may  be  made  in  1950. 

The  yield  of  water  from  the  various  sources  of  supply  has 
been  well  maintained  during  the  year  except  at  the  Nettlebeds  Well. 
Here  the  yield  has  varied  from  30,000  gallons  in  January  to  11,000 
gallons  in  July  and  has  thereafter  produced  a daily  average  output 
of  only  10,000  gallons.  The  district  has  never  been  short  of  water 
in  spite  of  periodic  mechanical  difficulties  at  the  Elmhurst  borehole 
and  the  undue  frequency  of  fractured  mains  from  age  and 
encrustation.  The  Nettlebeds  supply  is  too  acid,  having  an  erosive 
action  on  lead.  A hardening  plant  is  necessary  here  to  render  the 
water  less  soft  and  to  reduce  its  acidity.  The  other  sources  of 
supply  are  of  good  quality.  An  adjoining  authority  has  been 
supplied  throughout  the  year  with  a daily  average  of  13,500  gallons. 

Emploj^ment  has  been  maintained  at  a high  level.  Coal 
mining  is  the  staple  industry.  Many  women,  single  and  married, 
find  gainful  employment  in  local  mills  here  and  in  neighbouring 
towns.  No  new  factories  have  been  opened  during  the  year.  Work 
began  in  September  on  the  erection  of  a feeding  centre  with  canteen 
facilities  for  school  children.  It  is  expected  to  be  in  occupation 
in  1949. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

Live  Births 

M.  F. 

Total  ...  110  ...  90 

Legitimate  109  ...  87 

Illegitimate  1 ...  3 


VSTAL  STATISTICS 

Stillbirths 

M.  F. 

Total  ...  1 ...  3 

Legitimate  1 ...  3 

Illegitimate  — ...  — 


Total  Live  Birth  200 

Total  Stillbirths  4 

1948  1947 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  18.60  ...  18.15 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  0.37  ...  0.39 

M.  F. 

Total  Deaths  83  42  41 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  10  7 3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  7.72  ...  10.01 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  50  ...  20 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.— Form  S.D.  30 
DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 1948 

Male 

ALL  CAUSES 42 

lypnoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  — 

Measles  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Diphtheria  — 

Influenza  — 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  — 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  — - 


Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 

Syphilitic  diseases  — 

Cancer-m^alignant  disease  6 

Heart  disease  14 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  2 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  lesions  4 

Diabetes  , — 

Bronchitis  — 

Pneumonia — all  forms  1 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  2 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ■ — 

Digestive  diseases  1 

Nephritis  1 

Premature  Birth  2 

Congenital  Malformation;  Infant  diseases  — 

Suicide  — 

Road  Traffic  Accident  1 

Other  Violent  Causes  2 

All  Other  Causes  5 


Female 
. 41 


1 


9 

9 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 


3 

2 

1 

2 


1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY—Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 


No. 

Sex 

Age 

Causes  of  Death 

Date  of  Death 

1 

F 

1 week 

Prematurity:  28  weeks 

3rd  Jan. 

2 

M 

8 months 

Asphyxia;  Drowning 

16th  Feb. 

3 

F 

25  minutes 

Congenital  Atelectacis 

28th  Feb. 

4 

M 

3 months 

Infantile  Convulsions 

22nd  April 

5 

F 

4 months 

Congenital  Heart 

i 

Disease 

5th  July 

6 

M 

1 

7 months 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

30th  July 

7 

M 

li  hours 

Prematurity;  a twin, 

28  weeks 

17th  Sept. 

8 

M 

1 hour 

1 Prematurity:  a twin, 

1 28  weeks 

17th  Sept. 

9 

M 

1 month 

; Acute  Mastoiditis 

1 

1 

(operation):  Gastro- 

1 

enteritis 

18th  Sept. 

10 

M 

1 month 

Convulsions:  Broncho- 

i 

pneumonia 

24th  Nov. 
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Although  it  is  stated  that  “every  authority  agrees  that 
infantile  mortality  falls  steeply  with  improved  standards  of  living, 
housing  conditions,  education,  public  health  and  sanitation  ” the 
sudden  rise  in  the  local  rate  this  year  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  a 
regression  of  these  amenities.  Rather  is  it  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
high  incidence  of  what  are  called  “ unavoidable  ” deaths.  Four 
(or  forty  per  cent.)  of  this  year’s  total  may  correctly  be  placed  in 
this  category.  They  have  raised  the  local  infant  death  rate  to 
50,  giving  an  unfavourable  comparison  with  the  national  rate  for 
the  year  of  34.  The  sex  differentiation  conforms  to  the  usual  find- 
ings that  death  takes  a heavier  toll  of  male  infants  in  the  first  year 
of  life. 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

Year  1948 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns) 


RATE  PER 
1,000  TOTAL 
POPULATION 

ANNUAL  DEATH  RATE  PER 

1,000  POPULATION 

RATES  PER  1000 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

•0  -0 

.c 

- 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

Live 

Births 

1 Still- 

births 

All  Cause 

I'yphoid  ar 
Paratyphoi 

Whooping 

Cong 

"s* 

Q 

Influenza 

Smallpox 

Deaths  undi 

I year  of  ag< 

England  and  Wales  ..  .. 

J7.9 

0.42 

10.8 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

O.OJ 

0.00 

34 

3-3 

126  County  Boroughs  & 
Creat  Towns  including 
London  

20.0 

0.52 

11.6 

0 00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.03 

39 

4-5 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Hesi- 
dent  population  25,000 
—50,000  at  1931  Census) 

ig.2 

0.43 

10.7 

0.00 

0 02 

0.00 

0.04 

32 

2.1 

Lontion  Administrative 
County 

20  1 

039 

11.6 

0.00 

0.C7 

O.OI 

0.02 

- 

31 

2.4 

Biddulph  Urban  District 

18.60 

0.37 

7.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

50 

0.00 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: 

1.  — John  Ferguson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time). 

2.  — Thomas  E.  Pointon,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector 

(full-time). 

No  new  developments  in  the  services  in  this  section  occurred 
until  5th  July,  1948  when  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  1946  became  operative.  The  sanitary 
administration  of  the  district  remained  virtually  unaltered.  The 
health  services  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  Act  broadened  the 
functions  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority.  It 
imposed  on  it  certain  duties  to  utilise  and  extend  its  resources  to 
give  improved,  services.  The  more  important  changes  affecting 
the  district  were  these: — 
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1.  Ambulance  Services  (Section  27). 

On  the  appointed  day  the  local  ambulance,  hitherto 
maintained  by  voluntary  effort,  was  transferred  to  the  County 
Council.  This  vehicle  was  gifted  to  the  town  in  1938.  Its 
upkeep  was  supervised  by  a local  committee.  An  amicable 
arrangement  was  reached  between  this  committee  and  the  County 
Council  whereby  the  ambulance  was  put  in  the  gift  of  the  County 
Council,  thus  waiving  a requirement  of  the  section  that  the  market 
value  be  paid.  The  local  ambulance  station,  provided  under 
Section  197  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  was  made  available  to 
the  Local  Health  Authority  for  as  long  as  they  may  require  it.  ^ The 
staff,  increased  from  one  to  three  since  the  start  of  the  new  service, 

is  emiployed  whole  time  in  driving  and  maintenance.  A rota 
permits  the  amhulance  to  be  available  day  and  night  for  all  non- 
infectious  cases  and  emergencies.  The  service  can  be  augmented 
at  any  time  by  the  use  of  ambulances  based  in  the  hospital  services. 
Reciprocal  arrangements  of  this  kind  between  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  the  Area  Hospital  Management  Committee  are  aimed 
at  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

An  ambulance,  stationed  at  the  isolation  hospital,  Congleton 
now  ire-named  the  Heath  Home,  is  available  for  use  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Macclesfield  and 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee  under  the  control  of  the 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Arrangements  for  its  use 
are  still  made  through  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities  (Part,  Section  2S). 

These  are  available  for  the  area  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford.  The  service  is  a component  of  a national 
laboratory  service  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  directed  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  is  designed 
to  assist  the  medical  officer  of  health,  the  general  practitioners  and 
others  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  com- 
municable diseases.  The  laboratory  undertakes  for  the  general 
practitioner  the  examination  of  throat  and  nose  swabs, 
sputum,  faeces,  blood  and  other  material  required  for  diagnosis.  It 
undertakes  for  public  health  authorities  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  drinking  water,  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  food 
stuffs  as  distributed  to  the  public.  Its  staff  is  available  to 

participate  in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  area  which  it  serves.  Under  Section  26  of  the  Act,  the  laboratory 
distributes  certain  prophylactic  reagents  e.g.  diphtheria  prophylactic 
and  vaccine  lymph  for  smallpox.  Full  use  is  made  by  this  authority 
and  by  local  medical  practitioners  of  the  facilities  which  the  service 
offers. 
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3.  Maternity,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Facilities 

(Sections  23,  25  and  29) 

The  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
all  the  services  under  these  sections  of  the  Act.  No  changes  have 
occurred  under  Section  23.  There  are,  as  before,  two  County 
Council  midwives,  one  of  whom  combines  general  home  nursing  in 
the  Biddulph  Moor  area.  Two  other  midwives,  now  retired  from 
the  Local  Health  Authority’s  service,  still  undertake  maternity  work 
within  the  area.  A district  nurse  was  appointed  on  27th  September, 
1948  under  Section  25,  which  places  on  the  Local  Health  Authority 
the  duty  to  provide  nurses  to  attend  persons  who  require  nursing 
in  their  own  homes.  The  appointment  was  prompt  and  timely 
and  was  a measure  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  nursing  service  in 
Biddulph  for  the  past  25  years.  Even  so,  the  district  is  large 
enough  to  employ  two  nurses  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  the  service 
matures  and  more  nursing  staff  is  available  a further  appointment 
will  be  considered.  The  benefits  to  the  district  since  the  present 
appointment  have  been  inestimable.  The  Leek  Area  Health  Com- 
mittee has  made  progress  under  Section  29  towards  the  provision 
of  Domestic  Helps.  It  is  anticipated  that  a limited  number  may 
be  available  in  1949.  Their  function  is  to  give  assistance  in  the 
home  during  the  incapacity  of  a wife  or  mother  and  they  do  not 
undertake  any  duties  of  a nursing  character. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible,  as  before,  for  the  other 
special  health  services  viz.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School 
Medical  Service  and  Tuberculosis.  There  are  two  Health  Visitors 
available  for  Ante-Natal  work  and  for  the  supervision  of  nursing 
mothers  and  school  children.  One  has,  in  addition,  duties  under 
the  direction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

4.  Hospitals. 

Some  alterations  in  hospital  facilities  have  occurred  since  the 
inception  of  the  new  service  on  July  5th,  1948.  The  following 
hospitals  are  available  for  all  forms  of  treatment — general,  acute 
and  chronic,  sanatoria,  mental  and  infectious  diseases — North 
Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary;  Haywood  Hospital;  Cripples  Hospital, 
Hartshill;  Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital;  Longton  Cottage 
Hospital;  City  General  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent;  Moorlands  Hospital, 
Leek;  Cheadle  Hospital;  Westcliffe  Hospital,  Chell;  Groundslow  and 
Prestwood  Sanatoria;  St.  Edward’s  Hospital,  Leek;  and  Heath  Home, 
Congleton.  Two  additional  hospitals  have  thus  been  made  avail- 
able for  the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  City  General  Hospital, 
Stoke-on-Trent  and  Westcliffe  Hospital,  Chell;  one  for  the  acutely 
ill  and  the  other  for  the  chronic  sick.  All  except  the  War  Memorial 
Hospital  and  the  Heath  Home,  Congleton,  are  administered  by  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Stoke-on-Trent 
Area  Management  Committee.  The  Congleton  ones  are  in  the 
area  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  administered 
by  the  Macclesfield  and  District  Area  Management  Committee. 
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Geographical  hospital  boundaries  have  thus  been  greatly  widened 
by  the  Regional  arrangements  under  the  Act  and,  as  far  as  this 
district  is  concerned,  have  made  the  problem  of  finding  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  acutely  sick  a little  less  difficult  than  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  chronic 
sick  and  of  those  in  need  of  sanatorium  treatment  has  not  diminished. 
This  is  mainly  due  at  the  present  time  to  closure  of  hospital  beds 
through  a decrease  in  the  number  of  nurses  engaged  in  hospital  work, 
added  to  the  increasingly  difficult  problem  of  keeping  pace  with  the 
increased  demand  for  institutional  treatment. 

The  reception  of  infectious  diseases  cases  is  still  undertaken 
at  the  Heath  Home,  Congleton,  and  no  decision  has  yet  been  made 
by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  discontinue  this 
arrangement.  At  best,  it  can  only  be  temporary.  Probably 
within  the  next  year  alternative  accommodation  will  have  to  be 
found  for  the  institutional  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
from  this  district.  This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  its  Area  Management  Committee. 
The  Local  Authority  ceased  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
this  hospital  on  July  5th,  1948. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  the  North 
Staffs.  Royal  Infirmary  and  Longton  Cottage  Hospital.  Part 
of  the  maternity  wing  of  the  Haywood  Hospital  is  now  available 
without  charge  and  part  is  still  on  a fee-paying  basis.  There 
is  limited  private  maternity  accommodation  at  Congleton  War 
Memorial  Hospital. 

None  of  the  above  named  hospitals  is  within  the  area. 

5.  Mortuary. 

The  Council’s  mortuary  is  situated  in  Wharf  Road.  Essential 
equipment  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and  a mortuary 
attendant  is  available  when  required.  Three  post-mortem 
examinations  were  held  during  the  year. 


10 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supplies 

The  yield  at  the  Elmhurst  borehole  remained  constant 
throughout  the  year  and  maintained  a highly  satisfactory  level.  A 
constant  supply  at  adequate  pressure  has  been  provided  to  all  areas 
under  supply. 

A scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  to  provide  additional 
plant  and  reservoir  capacity  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  constantly 
increasing  demand  on  the  system  of  supply. 

The  renewal  of  seriously  defective  mains  is  having  a good 
effect  in  reducing  undisclosed  wastage  and  the  Council  has  wisely 
decided  to  continue  this  policy.  During  1948  the  renewal  of 
defective  mains  at  Black  Bull,  Tower  Hill  Road,  Woodhouse  Lane, 
Wharf  Road,  Pool  Fold  to  Whitegates  and  sections  at  Gillow  Heath 
was  completed.  The  inefficient  galvanised  service  supplying 
Woodside  Farm  and  adjoining  properties  was  replaced  by  an 
asbestos  cement  main.  A new  length  of  main  was  laid  off 
Wedgwood  Lane. 

The  scheme  to  give  a piped  supply  of  water  to  the  isolated 
farms  and  smallholdings  at  the  Hollands,  Crowborough  and  Mow 
Cop  is  deposited  with  the  Ministry  and  approval  to  proceed  is 
awaited. 

Further  renewal  schemes  have  been  prepared  to  provide  new 
mains  of  increased  capacity  from  Brown  Lees  to  Black  Bull,  at 
Gillow  Heath,  in  Station  Road  and  a section  of  Halls  Road,  in  Albert 
Street,  John  Street,  Well  Street,  Stringer  Street  and  Cross  Street 
with  interconnections  to  the  Braddocks  Hay  housing  estate.  These 
connections  will  provide  facilities  for  accessible  supplies  of  water 
to  the  fully  developed  estate.  A length  of  new  main  will  connect 
Tower  Hill  Road  and  Newpool.  It  is  intended  to  proceed  with  all  this 
work  as  soon  as  Ministry  approval  is  given  and  as  the  necessary 
materials  are  made  available. 

A table  is  given  of  the  average  yield  of  water  from  the  chief 
sources  of  the  Council’s  supplies. 
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MONTHLY  YIELD  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  AT  SOURCE 


(24  hours) 


Biddulph  Park 
Springs 

Elmhurst 

Well  and 
Borehole 

Nettlebeds 

1948 

Actual 

Actual 

Actual 

Jan 

89,000  gals.  ... 

217,000  gals.  ... 

30,000  gals. 

Feb 

104,000  „ ... 

214,000  „ ... 

27,000  „ 

Mar 

107,000  „ ... 

215,000  „ ... 

22,000  „ 

April  

99,000  „ ... 

227,000  „ ... 

15,000  „ 

May  

95,000  „ ... 

236,000  „ ... 

17,000  „ 

June  

91,000  „ ... 

229,000  „ ... 

10,000  „ 

July  

90,000  „ ... 

231,000  „ ... 

11,000  „ 

August  

Estimated 

90,000  „ ... 

233,000  „ ... 

12,000  „ 

Sept 

90,000  „ ... 

242,000  „ ... 

13,000  „ 

Oct 

90,000  „ ... 

240,000  „ ... 

10,000  „ 

Nov 

80,000  „ ... 

236,000  „ ... 

10,000  „ 

Dec 

80,000  „ ... 

239,000  „ ... 

10,000  „ 

94.3  per  cent,  of  the  houses  have  a piped  supply  direct  to 
the  premises.  163  houses  are  without  a piped  supply.  On  this 
basis  94.3  per  cent,  of  the  population  is  receiving  water  from  public 
mains. 

Quality 

(1)  BACTERIOLOGICAL. — The  quality  of  water  from  all 
sources  was  generally  satisfactory.  The  two  unsatisfactory  samples 
taken  from  the  piped  supply  in  the  Biddulph  Park  distribution  area 
were  considered  to  be  due  to  the  temporary  breakdown  of  the 
chlorinating  plant  and  to  the  fact  that  a new  water  main  had  recently 
been  laid  in  this  area. 

(2)  CHEMICAL. — Samples  submitted  for  chemical  examina- 
tion revealed  that  the  raw  waters  in  the  Biddulph  Park  area  had 
a solvent  action  on  lead.  The  Council  are  therefore  considering 
the  question  of  installing  a hardening  plant  to  remedy  this  matter. 

The  Nettlebeds  supply  also  has  a solvent  and  erosive  action 
on  lead.  This  water  is  subject  to  treatment  by  lime  before  being 
pumped  into  the  distribution  system. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  supplies  in  the 
Hollands  area  and  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  reports  on  these 
samples,  the  Council  has  decided  to  proceed  with  the  provision  of 
a piped  supply  to  the  farms  in  this  district  of  Biddulph  Moor. 
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I I Bacteriological — satisfactory.  | 

Nettlebeds  Well  I 2 ^ I result  of  chemical  | 1 For  result  of  chemical 

analysis  see  next  page.  analysis  see  next  page. 


NETTLEBSEDS  WELLS  DISTRIBUTW)r4  AREA 


Date 

Nettlebeds  Well  | 

(before  hardening)  I 

Nettlebeds  Well 
(after  hardening) 

Lead  in  solution  parts  | 
per  100,000 

Lead  in  solution  parts 
per  100,000 

31-3-48 

0.36 

1 

5-5-48 

— 

0.04 

26-8-48 

— 

Nil 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  scheme  for  re-sewering  the  area  and  for  the  enlargement 
and  re-design  of  the  sewage  v/orks,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £85,091, 
was  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  January,  1948. 

Work  commenced  on  the  enlargement  of  the  sewage  works 
in  November,  1948.  Very  favourable  weather  conditions  have 
enabled  this  work  to  proceed  satisfactorily.  It  is  anticipated  that 
work  on  the  second  part  of  the  contract,  the  re-sewering  of  the  area, 
will  be  commenced  early  in  the  new  year. 

When  the  whole  sewage  scheme  is  completed  it  is  hoped  that 
work  can  proceed  on  the  conversion  of  many  of  the  pail  closets  and 
privies  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  this  authority  regarding  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  during  the  year. 


Closet  Acoommodation 


1948 

1947 

Number  of  houses  served  by  flushed  water  closets 

1679  .. 

. 1595 

Nunaber  of  houses  served  by  waste  water  closets  ... 

1 .. 

1 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privies  

47  .. 

50 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privy  pails  

1145  .. 

. 1165 

Particulars  of  conversions  made  during 

the  year: — 

Pails  converted  to  water  closets  

23  . 

10 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  — ...  — 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 3 ...  — 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  two  public  conveniences,  one  in  Wharf  Road  for 
males  and  one  in  High  Street  for  females. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  are 
carried  out  by  direct  labour.  House  refuse  is  collected  by  a 
10  cubic  yard  motor  vehicle  and  a weekly  service  is  given  to  all 
but  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district.  Salvage  is  collected  at 
the  same  time  as  house  refuse,  a trailer  being  used  for  the  purpose. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a new  refuse  collection  vehicle 
and  trailer  were  delivered  and  put  into  service  to  replace  the  old 
lorry  and  trailer. 
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Two  horse  drawn  vehicles  are  employed  for  the  collection 
of  nightsoil.  Nightsoil  from  the  southern  part  of  the  district  is 
tipped  on  rough  land  whilst  that  from  Biddulph  itself  and  the 
northern  part  of  the  district  is  deposited  in  the  sewer. 

Since  the  delivery  of  the  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  the 
Council  has  decided  to  convert  the  old  vehicle  for  nightsoil  collection 
to  replace  the  two  horse  drawn  vehicles.  It  is  anticipated  that 
this  will  be  put  into  operation  early  in  1949. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  tip  in  Wharf  Road, 

Salvage 

Continued  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  increase  the 
amount  of  salvage  collected.  As  a result  of  the  competition 
organised  by  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association  the  figures  for 
waste  paper  collected  during  1948  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  namely  83  tons  7 cwts.  against  55  tons  12  cwts. 

Salvaged  materials  to  the  value  of  £745  were  sold  during 
1948  against  £595  for  1947,  an  increase  of  25  per  cent.  Details 
of  salvage  sold  during  the  year  are  as  follow; — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

. ...  83 

7 

531 

8 

8 

Textiles  

. ...  4 

15 

65 

10 

6 

Scrap  Metal 

. ...  15 

16 

49 

18 

9 

Bones 

10 

2 

17 

6 

Bottles  and  Jars 

2 

19 

22 

19 

6 

Kitchen  Waste 

. ...  24 

9 

33 

12 

3 

Bonuses 

39 

3 

2 

Total  ... 

...  131 

16 

£745 

10 

4 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  work  undertaken 
under  the  various  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  during  the  year. 
144  complaints  were  received  and  investigated.  161  Preliminary 
Notices  and  41  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 


1 

No.  of  i 

Nuisances 

Re-visits 

Nuisances 

Inspections  made  I 

Inspections 

or  defects 

made 

or  defects 

with  respect  to  | 

1 1 

reported 

1 

remedied 

P.H.A.—  1 

Housing  

144 

242 

308 

175 

Other  Nuisances 

10 

15 

12 

10 

Water  Supply  ... 
Drains — 

26 

3 

11 

3 

Inspected  or 

Tested 

162 

64 

1 159 

64 

Ashes  accomm. 
Keeping  cf 

no 

98 

145 

83 

animals 

14 

1 

3 

1 

Rats  & Mice  Act 
Public 

70 

4 

104 

4 

Conveniences 

7 

4 

5 

4 

15 


others  Visits; — 

Respecting  Infectious  Diseases  107 

Respecting  Disinfection 91 

Respecting  Refuse  and  Nightsoil  Collection  92 

Respecting  Salvage 126 

Respecting  Schools,  Public  Buildings,  Cinemas,  etc.  8 

Respecting  Council  Houses  292 

Miscellaneous  Visits 323 

Interviews — Owners  and  Tradesmen 142 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 


No  applications  for  licences  were  received  during  the  year. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  several  families  occupying  trailer 
caravans  came  to  the  district  and  stationed  themselves  on  waste  land 
at  Black  Bull.  Complaints  were  received  from  nearby  residents 
and  as  a nuisance  was  being  created,  action  was  taken  which  resulted 
in  their  leaving  the  district  early  in  1949. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1919  to  this  Authority. 

Four  minor  infestations  of  rats  in  surface  properties  were  met 
with  during  the  year  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

A further  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers  was 
carried  out  and  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works  were 
treated  several  times,  all  with  good  results.  A member  of  the 
Surveyor’s  staff  is  called  upon  when  required  for  rodent  control  work. 

Shoi>s  Acts,  1912—1938 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers 
under  the  Shops  Acts  1912 — 1938,  with  certain  reservations  as  to 
hours  of  closing,  to  this  Authority.  The  Council  had  a part-time 
Shops  Inspector  carrying  out  this  work,  but  from  1st  May,  1948,  the 
Council  transferred  these  duties  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Since  1st  May,  1948,  107  shops  were  visited  and  it  was  found 
that  generally  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  were  being  complied 
with.  It  was  necessary,  however,  for  warnings  to  be  given  in  two 
instances  for  contraventions  of  closing  hours. 

Whilst  visiting  these  shops  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
inspect  all  food  premises  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1938. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  two  Orders  varying  the 
hours  of  closing  under  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act. 

Verminous  Premises 

No  verminous  premises  were  found  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Form  572 


1.  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

1 Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  without 

mechanical  power 
(S.1.2.3.4.6.) 

8 

7 

(ii)  Factories  with 
mechanical  power 
(S.7) 

23 

18 

<iii)  Other  premises 
under  the  Act 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

33 

27 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

1 

Defects 

Remedied 

1 Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

( 

1 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 



1 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  | 

3 

3 

2 

sexes  1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  | 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Total  ...  1 

1 

5 

5 

! 

3 
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SECTION  D— Housing 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 2 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority 53 

Total  ...  55 


1.  inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  144 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  308 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [included  under  Sub- 

head (1)  above]  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  ^ 

Regulations 2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  9 

3.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation 2 

(b)  Number  [excluding  those  in  sub-head  3 (a) 
above]  found  not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 54 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  Serviee 
of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  49 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Notices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  — 

(b)  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  7 

(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal 

Notices  G 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  2 

(e)  Number  of  houses  included  under  sub-ihead  3 (d) 

above,  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  2 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding 

In  the  absence  of  a census  it  is  impossible  to  assess  the  present 
position  with  regard  to  overcrowding,  particularly  as  the  movement 
of  population  during  the  past  few  years  has  been  considerable. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  applications  for  Council 
houses,  of  which  there  were  548  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
A large  number  of  applicants  are  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions  and  although  no  general  action  is  possible,  thel  more 
urgent  cases  are  rehoused  as  opportunity  arises  A total  of  211 
visits  was  made  to  the  homes  of  applicants  for  the  purpose  of 
enquiring  into  their  circumstances. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

Sampling  of  designated  and  non-designated milk  is  carried 
out  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Thirteen  applications 
were  received  for  registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 
Three  new  cowsheds  and  five  new  dairies  were  constructed  during 
the  year.  A total  of  156  visits  was  made  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and 
milkshops. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  home  killed  and  imported  meat  for  human  consumption 
in  the  area  is  distributed  from  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent  and  is 
inspected  there. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaugtherhouses  in  the  area,  the  use 
of  which  has  been  suspended  since  the  early  part  of  the  war,  except 
for  occasional  use  under  licence. 

The  number  of  men  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  is  thirteen. 

A total  of  31  pigs  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  quite  sound. 
The  following  food  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Tinned  foods  1511b^. 

Bacon 481bs. 


Ice  Cream  and  Preserved  Food  Premises 

There  are  9 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  11  premises  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
preserved  food. 

23  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  season,  18 
from  manufacturers  within  the  area  and  5 from  outside  manu- 
facturers retailing  in  the  area.  Results  of  the  bacteriological  tests 
were  as  follow: — 


Grade 

Manufactured  within 
the  area 

Manufactured  outside 

the  area 

Hot  Mix 

Cold  Mix 

Hot  Mix 

Cold  Mix 

Provisional 

Grade  1 ... 

6 

4 

_ 



Grade  2 ... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Grade  3 ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Grade  4 ... 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Totals  ... 

13 

5 

5 

— 
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Samples  from  manufacturers  within  the  area  were  generally 
satisfactory.  In  the  few  instances  where  they  were  not,  further 
visits  to  the  premises  were  made  and  advice  given.  These  visits 
resulted  in  subsequent  samples  being  satisfactory.  Samples  from 
outside  manufacturers  reported  as  unsatisfactory  were  referred  to 
the  Authority  in  whose  area  their  premises  were  situated. 

The  following  is  a record  of  inspections  made: — 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  43 


Slaughterhouses  10 

General  Food  Premises  48 

Bakehouses 8 

Food  Preparing  Premises  30 

Ice  Cream  Shops 52 

Butchers’  Shops  36 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

The  infectious  diseases  were  active  during  1948.  Scarlet 
fever  was  present  all  the  year  round.  It  reached  epidemic 
incidence  during  the  first  six  months.  Measles  produced  a very 
large  outbreak  with  a total  of  218  cases  of  which  142  occurred  during 
the  month  of  July. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Notification  of  Infectious  Disease) 
Regulations  1918,  a total  of  141  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was 
notified.  Scarlet  fever  accounted  for  102  of  these  and  was  the 
major  cause  of  the  increase  in  total  notifications  compared  with 
1947  (112).  Under  the  Measles  and  "Whooping  Cough  Amendment 
Regulations  1948,  there  were  76  notifications  of  whooping  cough 
received  in  addition  to  the  218  cases  of  measles.  10  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  slightly  more  than  in  1947  (8). 
Pneumonia  cases  were  less  (19)  than  in  1947  (24).  The  Heath 
Home,  Congleton,  dealt  with  80  of  the  82  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
admitted  to  hospital.  The  two  other  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Macclesfield. 

All  the  notifications  relate  to  statutory  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  among  the  civilian  population  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1948.  94  disinfection  of  premises  were  carried  out,  all 

for  scarlet  fever.  These  covered  all  the  notified  cases.  No  other 
case  of  infectious  disease  except  the  scarlet  fever  ones  was  admitted 
to  hospital.  There  were  sporadic  outbreaks  of  chickenpox,  mumps 
and  german  measles  during  the  year.  In  this  area  none  of  these 
diseases  is  notifiable  so  no  figures  of  case  incidence  are  available. 
The  school  notification  on  Form  124  E show  a high  figure  for  mumps, 
namely  339  actual  and  suspected  cases  and  contacts. 

The  control  of  the  more  serious  zymotic  diseases  in  this  area, 
scarlet  fever  excepted,  is  very  satisfactory,  and  diphtheria,  once  a 
serious  epidemic  disease  and  a major  cause  of  child  mortality,  has 
in  the  past  ten  years  been  virtually  wiped  out. 
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Scarlet  Fever  has,  however,  replaced  it  in  past  years  as  one 
of  the  prominent  infectious  diseases.  The  102  cases  notified 
during  1948  are  far  more  than  in  any  year  during  the  past  decade.  The 
epidemic  wave  began  in  February  with  28  cases,  at  a bad  time  of 
the  year,  and  continued  with  little  intermission  during  March  and 
April.  A total  of  66  cases  occurred  during  these  months.  It 
was  fortunate  that  the  type  was  mild  and  that  no  death  occurred. 
The  brunt  of  this  outbreak  was  borne  by  school  children  with  48 
cases.  The  unusual  number  of  8 adolescent  and  adult  cases 
occurred  simultaneously  and  w^ere  palpably  household  contacts, 
being  older  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  school  cases.  The  epidemic 
had  become  sufficiently  widespread  in  April  to  justify  the 
experimental  Sisinfection  of  bedding  in  an  attempt  to  combat  the 
spread.  This,  was  begun  on  April  22nd  and  carried  out  in  3 cases. 
The  epidemic,  however,  suddenly  abated  in  mid-May  and  this  method 
of  control  was  discontinued.  During  the  last  six  months  of  the 
3’ear  only  22  further  cases  were  notified.  The  outbreak  was  never 
of  an  explosive  character  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  it 
had  followed  the  ingestion  of  milk  or  other  food,  nor  that  the 
disinfection  of  fomites  had  accelerated  its  decline.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  year  there  had  been  a large  increase  in  nose  and 
throat  infections  among  the  general  population  and  this  was  the 
more  likely  source  of  infection.  Moreover,  a high  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  is  to  be  expected  during  the  late  winter  and  spring. 
Out  of  a total  of  66  cases  occurring  among  school  children,  31  attended 
Biddulph  Central  School,  22  Knypersley,  6 Biddulph  North,  1 
Biddulph  Moor  and  6 at  schools  outside  the  district.  There  was 
no  miortality. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  diphtheria,  suspected  or  confirmed,  occurred 
in  this  area  during  the  year.  Only  two  cases  have  been  confirmed 
among  children  since  1942.  This  is  a remarkable  achievement. 
Although  due  to  a combination  of  factors,  of  which  the  natural 
history  of  the  disease  may  be  one,  the  chief  single  cause  would  seem 
to  be  the  prophylactic  immunisation  of  the  infant  before  its  first 
birthday  and  the  re-immunising  of  it  on  entry  into  school.  This 
reinforcing  dose  at  5 years  is  thought  to  extend  protection  during 
school  life.  During  the  year  181  pre-school  children  and  44  between 
the  ages  of  5 and  15  years  were  immunised,  a total  of  225.  In 
addition  50  school  children  received  a reinforcing  dose.  These 
figures  are  satisfactory. 

Alterations  in  the  administrative  arrangements  for  immunisa- 
tion took  place  on  5th  July,  1948  under  Section  26  of  Part  III.  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946.  On  that  date  the  County 
Council  became  responsible  for  the  protection  of  all  children  up  to 
the  age  of  15  years,  i.e.  it  took  over  from  the  District  Council, 
through  its  Area  Health  Committee,  the  responsibility  for  those 
over  5 years  of  age.  Parents  are  still  given  the  choice  of  obtain- 
ing immunisation  by  their  own  doctors  or  at  the  County  Council 
Clinic. 
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Returns  of  Immunisation  from  Biddulph  Schools 


Name  of  School 

Number  on 
Register 
at  31-12-48 

M umber 
Immunised 
at  31-12-48 

Percentage 
Immunised 
at  31-12-48 

Biddulph  Central  Boys 

272 

258 

94.8 

Biddulph  Central  Girls 

297 

280 

94.2 

Biddulph  Central  Infants 

190 

182 

95.7 

Knypersley  Mixed 

258 

238 

92.0 

Knypersley  Infants 

113 

104 

92.0 

Biddulph  North  Mixed 

158 

136 

86.0 

Biddulph  Moor  Mixed 

204 

184 

90.0 

Totals  

1,492 

1,382 

92.1 

I am  obliged  to  Nurse  Whitaker,  County  Council  Health 
Visitor,  for  the  preparation  of  most  of  the  above  statistics. 


23 


BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Return  for  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  December,  1948; 


1 

Age  5 years 

1 

1 

Age  under 

& over,  but 

1 

Total 

5 years 

under  15  | 

1- 

Number  of  children  (in- 
cluding temporary  residents) 
who  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  in 

181 

1 

1 

1 

44 

i 

225 

the  Authority’s  area  be- 
tween 1st  Jan.,  1948  and 
31st  Dec.,  1948. 

y 

Under  5 

Between  5 and  14 

years 

years 

2. 

(a)  Approximate  estimated 
number  of  children  in  the 

i 

area  at  31st  Dec.,  1948. 

900 

1 1,700 

(b)  Percentage  of  the  child 

population  shown  under  (a) 
considered  immunised  at 

1948. 

49.9%  1 

1 92.1% 

(This  estimate  includes  as 
far  as  can  be  assessed, 
children  immunised  in  the 

1 

! 

i 

Authority’s  area  by  private 
arrangement  and  children 

1 

! 

who  have  come  into  the 
area  after  being  immunised  | 

j 

elsewhere). 

f 

3. 

Number  of  cases  of 

1 

Diphtheria  (a)  of  children 
under  15  years  of  age  noti- 
fied between  1st  Jan.,  and 
31st  Dec.,  1948.  | 

i 

1 

1 

1 

0 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in- 
cluded in  (a)  in  which  the 
child  is  known  to  have  com- 
pleted the  course  of  immun- 
isation not  less  than  12 
weeks  before  the  onset  of 
the  disease 

1 

0 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  15  years  of 
age 

0 

(d)  Number  of  deaths  in 
children  known  to  have 
completed  course  of  immun- 
isation 

0 

1 
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Measles  again  produced  a very  large  outbreak  with  a total 
of  218  cases.  Fortunately  206  of  them  occurred  at  a good  time 
of  the  year  namely  in  the  summer  months  of  June,  July  and  August. 
The  peak  was  reached  in  July  with  142  cases.  The  central  area 
of  Biddulph  suffered  most  with  121  cases.  Biddulph  Moor  had 
55,  Brown  Lees  28,  Knypersley  district  11  and  Biddulph  Park  6. 
Almost  one  half  of  the  cases  (104)  occurred  among  pre-school 
children.  The  administration  of  antibiotic  and  other  drugs  has 
greatly  reduced  the  dangers  from  the  complications  of  this  disease  and 
there  was  no  mortality. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  outbreak  was  larger  than  fcr  5 years.  Of  the  76 
notifications  received,  8 occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 
and  48  among  pre-school  children  between  one  and  four  years. 
More  than  half  the  cases  were  in  July  and  August  simultaneously 
with  the  peak  of  the  measles  outbreak.  There  were  no  deaths. 

FORM  124  E 

School  Notificaticins  of  Actual  and  Suspected 
Illness  and  Contacts 

1843 


School 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  j 

Menslea 

German 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

js 

o 

'u 

> 

Mumps 

P>iddulph  ('eiitial,  Boys  ... 

18 

5 

2 

1 

40 

,,  ,,  Girls 

... 

2 

8 

32 

,,  ,,  Infants... 

14 

19 

19 

9 

79 

Knypersley,  Mixed 

4 

3 

1 

7 

56 

,,  Infants 

10 

6 

9 

1 

60 

44 

Ihddulpli  Moor,  Mixed 

23 

... 

15 

17 

,,  ,,  Infants  ... 

1 

... 

30 

9 

39 

Biddulph,  North,  Mixed  .. 

2 

... 

1 

4 

5 

20 

,,  ,,  Infants  ... 

6 

... 

2 

3 

11 

12 

Totals  . 

55 

88 

48 

2 

117 

339 

I am  obliged  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools 
for  the  promptitude  with  which  I am  apprised  of  cases  of  actual 
and  suspected  infectious  diseases,  especially  of  those  cases  wihich 
are  not  officially  notifiable,  viz.:  Chicken-pox,  German  measles,  etc. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1948 


Disease 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever  

102 

62 

82 

52 

Diphtheria  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  

19 

24 

— 

^ — 

Measles 

218 

169 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

Tuberculosis — 

76 

25 

— 

— 

Pulmonary S') 

10 

5 

3 

Non-Pulmonary ...  2J 

2]  ^ 

— 

__ 

Erysipelas  

8 

8 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

2 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

4 

— 

3" 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

3 

— 

2 

Typhoid  Group  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Analysis  of  Total  Notified  Oases  under  Age  Groups 


(Exclusive  of  Tuberculosis) 


Age  Periods 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

! 

1 

i 

1 

j 

I 

•Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

IVI 

1< 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i 

I-' 

Under  1 year  ... 

6 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 

7 

3 

7 

1 

... 

...  ! 

2 

3 

4 

15 

12 

8 

9 

3 

7 

4 

11 

11 

4 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

10 

18 

6 

2 

...  ! 

.5 

30 

20 

60 

50 

9 

1 

9 1 

1 

1 

10 

10 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

4 

6 

20 

2 

1 

6 

1 

...  1 

35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

45 

5 

2 

65  & over 

4 

3 

59 

43 

115 

103 

34 

42 

l\)tals... 

102 

218 

76 

19 

9 

1 

26 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Tuberculosis 


10  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year  by  formal 
notification,  an  increase  of  2 compared  with  1947,  Of  these,  9 
were  new  cases  notified  under  the  regulations  of  1930  for  the  first 
time  and  one  was  an  old  case  transferred  to  this  district.  8 of 
the  cases  were  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  67  cases  cn  the  tuberculosis  register,  of  which 
33  were  pulmonary  and  34  non-pulmonary,  a net  increase  of  4 cases. 
There  were  2 deaths.  The  non-pulmonary  one  ran  a rapid  course, 
dying  in  the  same  year  as  the  notification. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948 


New  Cases  10 

Deaths  2 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

IM 

M 

! 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1-5 

— 

i 

1 

1 ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

— 

2 1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

; — 

1 

' 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 “ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

1 

3 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

65  & upwards  ... 

1 

i 

Totals 

3 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Oiin$0  . oiiiAV  I -ilia  ^qtubbia 
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Hagston  & Woodhouse, 
Thomas  Street, 
Biddulph 


